
Shutterbugs Starting Early...
Seventeen-year-old US Airways 
Superfan and Chairman's Preferred 
Member (not a typo; he travels US 
that much!) Mark Tlalka stopped by 
US Airways headquarters recently dur-
ing a family trip to the Valley of the 
Sun. Mark met with VP of Sales and 
Marketing Travis Christ, met other US 
Airways employees and explored what 
life was like working for his favorite 
airline. Mark's career ambition is to 
become a pilot.

Call it a coincidence 41 years in the making: this week, two long-time US Airways employees retired after 41 years each. 

41: Magic Number for Two
PIT said farewell to Richard (Dick) Smith, manager of the PIT 
Tool Room. His 41 years in the aviation business began with 
TWA in 1966. Twenty years later, he was hired by PSA, leading 
him to finish out his distinguished career with US Airways. Dick 
was presented with recognition of his tremendous dedication by 
Tom McMullen, managing director of PIT Technical Operations 
(pictured below, right). Dick and his wife, Patricia, plan on retir-
ing to Madisonville, TN.

CLT Gate Agent Mike Leahy retired this week after more than 
four decades with US Airways. He began his aviation career as 
a ramp agent for Allegheny Airlines in DCA. His career took 
him to IND (where he met his wife of 38 years, Sharon, pictured 
above, left), CMH, GSO, MYR and CLT. Managing Director 
Terri Pope (above, right) said Mike is known for his "absolute, 
unconditional kindness." Mike and Sharon plan to take two 
cruises in the next few months and want to be sure they visit all 
50 U.S. states (the only one Mike hasn't been to so far is ND!).
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